Qualitative Comparative Analysis

The aim of the workshop is for participants to become able to:

(Morning)

· Recognise and apply the case-study method

· Define configurations and the configurational logic about causality

· Arrange NVIVO qualitative software for case-study data

· knowing a little about NVIVO’s capabilities

· (note that separate training would be required on NVIVO)

· Use other qualitative software to organise data on small to medium sized samples – the software could even be Excel; freeware TOSMANA or fsQCA

(Afternoon)

· Interpret studies that use the QCA crisp-set logic of causality

· Critically assess studies that use the case-study method of comparison
· being aware of empiricist fallacies
· being aware of reality and definite causes, 
· sufficient and necessary causes,
· and how to avoid a probabilistic discourse
The workshop does not include fuzzy set analysis, but some fuzzy sets will be examined briefly.

This workshop introduces you to qualitative comparative analysis for your small- to medium-N case-study project with between 3 and 250 cases. Sophisticated methods of coding up your case-study data include using NVIVO 7 software to create case attributes for each case.  QCA is then introduced as a more systematic analysis of the various configurations of cases, potentially including ordinal variables called ‘fuzzy sets’. You can interpret your data qualitatively whilst also looking at causality between the variables.  Thus the two-stage approach to studying causality has a qualitative first stage  and a systematic second stage using QCA.  There is confusion in the methodology literature about whether QCA stage 2 is qualitative or quantitative.  This is a true mixed-methods approach to research.
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For details of training opportunities in Manchester, contact Wendy.olsen@manchester.ac.uk.  See also the Reallife Methods website of Manchester University. One–day courses are planned for March 2010, June 2010.
Useful Web Links
1)  the Durham Case Research Methods website 

www.durham.ac.uk/case.2004          


-This covers the use of cluster and logistic regression in qualitative contexts, then contrasts these with QCA and fuzzy set analysis.

-the web site is adopted by ESRC for archiving

2)  the COMPASSS web site (sic) www.compasss.org


-This is a web site dedicated to the needs of those who do research using small and medium numbers of cases.
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